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SȾÁUTW̱ Band Office will be closed 

December 20th, 2024 and will re-open 

January 6th, 2025.

Have a Merry Christmas 

and a Happy New Year! 

Community Emergency Contacts - Christmas Break 2024 

Public Works Services and Public
Buildings

Micah Claxton 778-587-4059

Governance Admin. Becky Wilson 250-216-4358

Wellness
Maryann Sam
Shezell Sam

250-507-5185
236-668-8510

Health Director Bonnie Seward 250-532-0725

Social Development Angelina Garcia 778-350-8758

Housing Joe Curly 250-508-3444
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Wellness Resources

Court & justice system resources: 
-Victoria Indigenous Justice Centre 
All Indigenous Peoples, regardless of whether they qualify for legal aid, can
access free legal and outreach services if they are facing a criminal or child
protection issue.  
Address: 794 Yates St, Victoria, BC V8W 1L4 
Hours: Open 8:30am ⋅ Closes 4:30 p.m. 
Phone: (250) 419-9665 
-Aboriginal Coalition to End Homelessness 
Phone: 778-432-2234 

Here are other resources:  
Parents Forever: Index (parentsforever.ca) 
Service Directory across BC: Helpline Services - United Way British Columbia
(uwbc.ca) - Phone: 250-591-8731 
BC Centre for Substance Use: BCCSU – British Columbia Centre on Substance
Use - Phone: (778) 945-7616 
Please reach out, there is always someone there for you. Like our Elders share,
“you don’t have to walk alone.” 

HÍSWKE SIÁM 
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Community Relations, Protocol and Social Justice 
-Addictions and support resources  
In addition to my availability to support you, here are some online resources that
may come handy: 
Families for addiction recovery (Phone: 855-377-6677): This organization offers: 
• parent-to-parent support for families struggling with addiction. 
• A voice for families to influence government policy. (farcanada.org) 
Together We Can: Alcohol and Drug Recovery & Education Society (Phone:
604-451-9854) offers:  
• Men/Women Treatments 
• Aftercare Program 
• Sober Living Residences 
• Medical Care 
• Counselling 
• Pharmacy 
• Health and Fitness 
They have a Frequently asked questions under the Recovery tab to answer of
the questions you may have. (twcrecoverylife.org) 
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Island Elders Luncheon - November 13, 2024 

Continued on next page...
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Upcoming Elders Christmas Lunch



Wellness Supports Wsanec Whalers 

SȾÁUTW̱ Wellness
supported the local

WSÁNEĆ Whalers Ball-
Hockey league by

providing and designing
shirts with the Whalers
logo, players numbers,
and SȾÁUTW̱ logo. The
guys were able to show

their new shirts off at
their Tournament in Port
Alberni on November 15

to the 16th.  
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Just a reminder, there is a drop-in Hockey League on Sundays
and Thursdays at SȾÁUTW̱ Gymnasium in the evenings!
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Education Update
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Head Start Calendar - December



Continued on next page...
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Fisheries Update

IPCA Crab Surveys 

The Tsawout Fisheries Department is still conducting monthly Dungeness crab
surveys as part of the Indigenous Protected and Conserved Areas (IPCA) initiative.
These surveys are critical for gathering data on crab populations within Tsawout’s
traditional territory. By monitoring population trends, size distributions, and habitat

conditions, the Fisheries Department ensures informed management decisions that
promote sustainable harvesting practices. This data not only supports the

conservation of Dungeness crabs but also helps protect a key resource that has
supported Tsawout for generations. Your continued support helps preserve this vital

species and its role in our marine ecosystem. 



Continued on next page...
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CAN-US-PAC

Tsawout First Nation Fisheries joined other First Nations and the Makah Tribe from
Washington State to observe an international training exercise focused on responding to oil

spills and environmental emergencies. Over three days, they worked with key agencies like the
Canadian Coast Guard, U.S. Coast Guard, and environmental departments to learn how to

handle oil spills—from reporting the incident to planning the cleanup and containing the
damage using advanced tools like computer models. 

This training showed how important it is for countries and communities to work together during
disasters. It also gave participants a chance to see firsthand how oil spill response equipment

is used and learn from experts. 
For Tsawout First Nation, this training is a big deal. It helps protect the marine environment

they depend on, prepares the community to respond quickly in emergencies, and opens doors
for youth to pursue careers as marine guardians and environmental responders. This builds

local expertise while ensuring future generations can safeguard their waters and lands. 



Continued on next page...
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This information was gathered from the book TŦE SĆELÁNEṈ EṮ W̱SÁNEĆ- “The Saanich Year” with the
13 moons of the W̱SÁNEĆ (Saanich) people. SĆELÁNEṈ stands for our year and ĆELÁNEṈ stands for

our ancestors and our birthright as W̱SÁNEĆ people. ĆELÁNEṈ is our history, traditions, heritage and the
knowledge that has been handed down for generations. Our ĆELÁNEṈ belongs to us as W̱SÁNEĆ

people. There were two New Moons in November 2024. The first New Moon was PEKELÁNEW̱ - The
Moons That Turns the Leaves White and arrived on November 1st, 2024, and our next New Moon

WESELÁNEW arrives on November 30th, 2024. 

WESELÁNEW – MOON OF THE SHAKER LEAVES (November)
The leaves are ready to fall. The wind comes. Turbulence is felt in the waters and the skies.

The earth is cooling down.

CONNECTIONS AND BACKGROUND INFORMATION
November derives its name from the Latin word ‘Novem’ meaning nine and was the ninth moon in the

Roman year. This marked the beginning of Winter. Traditionally, the Anglo Saxons did their slaughtering
now (letting blood) because the cold weather was conducive to preserving the meat of the animal/bird. In
the WESELÁNEW moon, fishing was undertaken mostly in the safety of local waters. This was the time

when big winds come and changed the season to Winter.

WEATHER
The days became cooler and travelling in food gathering territory was limited. The winds that came

with this moon were a signal to move to the winter village as the open sea became dangerous 



Continued on next page...
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ECONOMIC ACTIVITIES
Most foods were now in storage for the Winter and fishing was done only close to the village

sites. The Saanich Peoples formed hunting parties and moved West into the mountains to hunt
elk. Elk were only hunted after the first snowfall as it was easier to track an elk if it was wounded.

This way no meat would be wasted.

CULTURAL ACTIVITIES
Winter fires were lit and this was the beginning of Winter gatherings.

THINGS TO THINK ABOUT
What seasonal changes occur where you live?

How does the direction of the wind affect climate?
What are the effects of pollution and global warming on fish and wildlife?

There are many exciting project items coming this new year with the Reef Net Project, including
the canoes that are being built, Canoe Storage Structure, rekindling our Transboundary

relationship with Lummi Tribal, following our 13 Moons because they tell us what is Culturally and
Economically important during that time of the year, and much more! If you ever have any

questions or ideas, please reach out to me.

HÍSW̱ḴE SIÁM HÁLE
ĆȺSEMOT - Jennifer Claxton

Reef Net Revitalization Project Coordinator,
SȾÁUTW̱ First Nations Fisheries

rnrpcoordinator@tsawout.ca
250-652-9101, EXT. 334
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Exciting Opportunity: Tsawout Shellfish 
Aquaculture Project Launching in 2025!

We are thrilled to announce that Tsawout First Nation is launching a Shellfish
Aquaculture Project in 2025, aiming to revitalize our traditional shellfish harvesting
practices and create sustainable opportunities for our community. This project will
focus on cultivating a variety of shellfish species, such as scallops and clams, in
our traditional waters, ensuring long-term food security and economic benefits for

Tsawout members.
 

Shellfish aquaculture plays a critical role in our ecosystem, improving water quality
and providing habitat for a range of marine life. By reintroducing and cultivating

shellfish, we are taking important steps toward restoring the health of our coastal
environment and maintaining our connection to the ocean.

Interested in joining this initiative?

We are looking for community members who want to get involved, learn new skills, and
be part of a project that benefits both Tsawout and our marine ecosystem. Whether you
have experience or are simply eager to learn, we encourage you to sign up and join us

in this exciting new venture.
 

To learn more and express your interest, please contact the Fisheries Coordinator
(fisheriescoordinator@tsawout.ca). Let’s work together to ensure a sustainable future

for our community and our waters!
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

8 9 10 11 12 13 14

15 16 17 18 19 20 21

22 23 24 25 26 27 28

29 30 31

Garbage Pickup:  Garbage and compost is managed by CCR and picked up every Monday

Recycling (Bi-weekly): If your recycling is missed or not picked up, call Emterra at 250-385-4399.
Call by 11:00 AM the next day and they'’ll most likely be able to do a pick-up. If later, it would have
to wait until the next pick-up date. 

Reminder that the Heavy Garbage Program has ended. Please do not leave heavy garbage on the
side of the road. We continue to clean up the dumpsite on Longhouse Road from the previous
years programs. Please discard your heavy garbage at local metal recycle or Hartland Landfill. 

December Garbage, Compost & Recycling  


