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Community News

SȾÁUTW̱ Tribal Journeys

The Tribal Journeys have begun and SȾÁUTW̱ paddlers have
experienced a remarkable journey with the resilient young
people. Despite facing a tsunami warning, high winds, and
dense fog, they persevered. 

However, due to safety concerns, a difficult decision was made
to vacate their canoe home and forego paddling to Elwha. 

The youth will still participate in the trip, but without paddling.
Safety of the crew is the top priority. Although they have
demonstrated exceptional pulling skills over two days,
ultimately, life's journey is shaped by the weather.
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Newly Elected Chief and Council

SȾÁUTW̱ First Nation had a swearing-in ceremony of the newly elected Chief & Council July 9, 2025, and
to honour the outgoing members for their years of dedicated service.

The newly elected leadership are: 

Chief: Abraham Pelkey

Council:
Samantha Etzel
Wilhemena (Willa) Harry
George Horne
Perry Lafortune
Bruce Underwood
Mavis Underwood
Donald Williams
John Wilson

Community News
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Community News

Harmful Algae Alert

The Fisheries Team has found harmful algae species in the water and advise against the harvest of
shellfish from July 29th to August 6th. If you have questions or concerns, feel free to reach out to the
Fisheries team at (250)-652-9101 ext. 324
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Pauquachin Spirit Days

From August 6-8, come support the Pauquachin First Nation at the Pauquachin Spirit Days. All W̱SÁNEĆ
members are invited to attend and don't need to worry about registering.

For more information about the event go to: https://www.pauquachinmarine.com/2025-gathering
If you have questions, feel free to reach out to Tsawout Fisheries Department at (250)-652-9101 ext. 324

https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.pauquachinmarine.com%2F2025-gathering%3Ffbclid%3DIwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExUXZQaUxrbXNoN3dRU1RBSwEeVkxY4CXHzN5Xx2Jj5VVWKLiztiyZff1H7ZTGO07NWUzGOCBw9Xm2Y_yav4w_aem_7XE7WkppAgGxMnURQNxeyw&h=AT2x6aeevcT_OB2oBMCaBaj4zEM3LQiJRpcNKDkJ5bN_887MIdUxLAM_9SNh4OJwBDhejHPT7RrcUhghOmzFDRiyp8TApUSOekjSj7xIlLtxMEykBUmIhrZM5bi3KrbIkEBfG5282DMWDQFuqrbm7Q&__tn__=-UK-R&c[0]=AT0mKMs7g83L1fPf3DdysK6-c7qO4mka4Ar9zkgvDfDT8grdnxct56o_qLp7u6ADIO4frCx-3OF8RvU6XVJBKnt1bSshg4mZapkoD7qLgCVR08A1hbNbndT9nn7sdpxdnJ1SR9F6P_lfD1-G-0rgqEy2xvUaWyiGUtDI3XIwiQ
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Fisheries Update
Green Crab Survey

On July 16-18th, the Fisheries team and interns were performing a Green Crab Monitoring Survey
around Prevost Island and Sidney Spit to make sure that the invasive species have not entered
QEN,T. The survey ended with great news, as no Green crab were found and quite a few Red Rock
crab were caught and released back so they can keep the Green crab away! 
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Clam Survey

On July 26th, the Fisheries team along with the University of Victoria Scholars and volunteers from
Parks Canada went to James Island to perform their monthly survey of various clam species. Cockles,
Macoma, Varnish, and Butter Clams were all found! Two more surveys will be performed in August so
get in touch with the Fisheries team if you would be interested in volunteering! 
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Fisheries Update
Reef Net Building

From July 21–23, SȾÁUTW̱ First Nation Fisheries, alongside our Lummi relatives and youth interns,
came together at ȾIXEṈ to successfully build a traditional reef net as part of ongoing efforts to
revitalize the reef net fishery. Once central to W̱SÁNEĆ governance, economy, and cultural life,

 reef netting is a sophisticated salmon harvesting method that was banned in the early 20th century.
This build marks another step in reclaiming ancestral knowledge and restoring a vital practice that
reflects deep connections to land, water, and community. We are deeply grateful for the support and
contributions of every team member, community member, staff, and supporter who came together to
make this effort a success. 
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Fisheries Update
Oceanographic Buoy Deployment/James Island Pier Vessel Removal

July 4th was a momentous day for SȾÁUTW̱  as the AXYS Oceanographic buoy was blessed and
deployed in QEN,T off James Island. The buoy will be operating 24/7 to collect various
oceanographic data such as temperature, current direction/speed, salinity and more! This data will
be essential in further understanding the health of the ecosystems and the impacts of increased
shipping. Additionally, the Fisheries team is working to have an online dashboard accessible for
everyone to be able to see the real-time data being collected, so keep an eye for that in the near
future! After the buoy was deployed, the crew headed down to James Island Pier to remove the
derelict vessel that had been washed ashore back in November. The crew were able to successful
remove the vessel to be taken back to be salvaged helping restore the shoreline. 
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Fisheries Update - Intern Introductions 

Amy Bird

Hi I am Amy! I'm a fisheries youth intern this
summer, and I started in June. I'm plains Cree,
but I’ve grown up on the Island for most of my life.
It’s been an incredible experience so far, and I’m
truly grateful to be part of the important work
happening here. Spending time in the community
and out on the water has been really meaningful
and enjoyable. I'm excited to keep learning, gain
more hands-on experience in fisheries, and
continue connecting with everyone. I’ve really
enjoyed working here and I’m looking forward to
the rest of the summer! 
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Fisheries Update - Intern Introductions 

James Ancheta

ÍY SȻÁĆEL I am James Ancheta from SȾÁUTW̱ First
Nation. I come from the Pelkey family, and as the
summer was coming to a start, I was looking for a
good hobby and/or job to keep me busy, as I wait to
go back to school. I heard the Tsawout fisheries
department was looking for fresh young minds to join
their youth internship program this summer. So, I
applied and, to my luck, I got the job. 

So far, this job has been a really fun and an inviting
workspace. It has also given me a little knowledge on
what our Tsawout fisheries department does and how
they operate. So far, I've gotten to work with crab, and
also a little bit of fish, it has also been a good way to
connect with our amazing Elders and various
community members. 

Kaylan Sawyer 

ÍÍY, SȻÁĆEL SIÁM K-Man TŦE NE SNÁ, ĆELASEN ET WE WAI KAI E W̱SÁNEĆ. Jennifer Claxton
TŦE NE TÁN, Curtis Sawyer TŦE NE MÁN 

My name is K-Man, and I’m proud to have ancestral roots in Tsawout, We Wai Kai (Cape Mudge),
Haida Gwaii, and Alert Bay. My mom is Jennifer Claxton and my dad is Curtis Sawyer. I’m currently
working as the Fisheries Youth Intern with Tsawout, and I’m grateful for the opportunity to be
learning and giving back to the community this summer. 

I’m passionate about the outdoors—I love fishing, hunting, and playing lacrosse. I currently play
Junior B Lacrosse, and this year our team made it to the BC Provincials. I’m excited to continue
growing, connecting with the land and waters, and supporting our community through my work. 
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Fisheries Update - Upcoming Events
SȾÁUTW̱ Fisheries Community Dinner

On August 18th, the Fisheries team will be hosting a Community Dinner in the gym, as an opportunity
for anyone to come learn about the initiatives that have been done this summer. Additionally, the
Youth Interns will be sharing all about what they’ve learned this summer from the Fisheries team and
community members! 
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Clam Digging Help Wanted
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Fisheries Update - Upcoming Events
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QEN,T IPCA Traditional Knowledge Study

The Tsawout Fisheries Department is beginning to carry out interviews to support the development of
stewardship protocols for the QEN,T Indigenous Protected and Conserved Area. We are hoping to
start Phase 1 interviews now, focused on the cultural values, teachings, protocols, and laws that are
important to caring for the health of our waters, relatives, and communities. 

If you hold knowledge that you would like to share through an interview (by yourself or with a small
group), please contact the Tsawout Fisheries office to receive more information and schedule an
interview time. Elders, knowledge holders, harvesters/fishers, youth all welcome to participate! 
Honoraria will be provided, and our young SȾÁUTW̱ Fisheries interns will witness this work where/if
appropriate. 

HÍSW̱ḴE 

Contact Information: 
Phone: Nicole or Lais at (250) 652-9101 ext. 324 
Email: marineuseplanner@tsawout.ca and/or n.jung@oceans.ubc.ca  

mailto:marineuseplanner@tsawout.ca
mailto:n.jung@oceans.ubc.ca
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Fisheries Update
Derelict Vessel Removal
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Housing News
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24 New Housing Units Coming to SȾÁUTW̱

SȾÁUTW̱ is excited to announce that the Nation is set to build a total of 24 new housing units provided
through the Building BC: Indigenous Housing Fund (IHF ). This is part of a broader provincial initiative to
deliver 1,600 homes for Indigenous peoples in B.C.

The development will be located at Tetayut Road & Saanich Ridge. This project, which represents a
significant increase in the community rental housing stock, will provide much-needed housing, fostering
community well-being and cultural support. The initiative aligns with broader reconciliation efforts, helping
Indigenous communities across the province build strong, resilient futures.

BC Housing is collaborating closely with Indigenous non-profit housing providers and First Nations to
advance these projects through the development stages.

As the plans for this project progress and are finalized, we will share more details regarding the design, the
allocated funding and construction timelines.
For more information, please contact:

Monique Horne
SȾÁUTW̱ Housing Manager
housingmanager@tsawout.ca

mailto:housingmanager@tsawout.ca
mailto:housingmanager@tsawout.ca


Wellness News

Claim Helpers

Claim Helpers are invited to share information on the Nations Child and Family Services and Jordan’s
Principle (FNCFSJP) Settlement presentation, this will be an opportunity to learn who qualifies and what
you need for an application.

August 13, 2025 at the Tsawout Wellness Building
10:30 AM – snacks & refreshments provided
5:30pm – dinner served followed with the presentation

Please call or email Shezell if you have any questions, 250 652 8353; wellnessteamlead@tsawout.ca
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Wellness News

Wellness Support Request Form

Getting Started with Wellness Services – Your First Step

At Wellness, we support SȾÁUTW families, we believe every SȾÁUTW family has strengths, and they
deserve support that honors their unique journey. Completing a Wellness intake Form is a gentle and
confidential way to begin connecting with the services and supports available through our department.

The intake helps our team understand how we can walk alongside you and your family, and ensures
you're connected with the most helpful programs, services, and resources. Together, we’ll create a
personalized support plan that reflects your goals, values, and strengths.
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Youth News
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Garbage Pickup:  Garbage and compost is managed by CCR and picked up every Monday

Recycling (Bi-weekly): If your recycling is missed or not picked up, call Emterra at 250-385-4399.
Call by 11:00 AM the next day and they'’ll most likely be able to do a pick-up. If later, it would have
to wait until the next pick-up date. 

Reminder that the Heavy Garbage Program has ended. Please do not leave heavy garbage on the
side of the road. We continue to clean up the dumpsite on Longhouse Road from the previous
years programs. Please discard your heavy garbage at local metal recycle or Hartland Landfill. 

August Garbage, Compost & Recycling  
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