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Community IPCA Engagement Dinner

On March 26th from 5pm - 8pm, the Fisheries team is
hosting the IPCA Community Engagement Dinner in the
SȾÁUTW̱ gym.  

We invite all members to come out to learn about
SȾÁUTW̱’s IPCA, QEN,T.

See more details on page 16.
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Road Closure – Starting March 2nd – SȾÁUTW̱ Rd.
Between Tetayut and Longhouse Rd.

We would like to acknowledge the inconvenience this road closure
may bring to the community and we have done our best to coordinate
emergency, transit and construction services to ensure this closure is
as short as possible. We would like to thank everyone for their
patience as we complete the sewer and drainage upgrades for our
new Early Learning Childcare Centre.

Community News
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Important Information

SȾÁUTW̱ Road will be closed as a through route between Tetayut Rd. and Longhouse Rd.
This is a full 24/7 road closure
Longhouse Lane/Road remains accessible via the “other side” of SȾÁUTW̱ (toward Church/Pullock) for
local access only.
Residents and the Longhouse can still be reached, but there is no through traffic between Tetayut and
Longhouse during the works. 
Pedestrian traffic on the sidewalk will remain open.
All signs will be maintained regularly to allow for maximum visibility and will remain clear of any materials
that may reduce their visibility.
All signage will be set up to command the respect of vehicles, cyclists, and pedestrians to ensure the
safety of both the travelling public and the workers.

If you have any questions, please contact:
Project Manager: Jun Baek – projectmanager@tsawout.ca

https://tsawout.ca/early-learning-and-childcare-centre/
mailto:projectmanager@tsawout.ca
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We recognize and deeply value the time, care, and thoughtfulness that community members brought
forward—whether through attending engagement sessions, asking questions, offering reflections, or
participating in the vote. Each voice contributed to a collective process grounded in respect,
responsibility, and care for our lands, future generations, and shared wellbeing.

Community participation reflects the strength of our people and the importance of ensuring that decisions
affecting our lands and future are guided by informed dialogue, transparency, and meaningful
involvement. Your engagement helps ensure that community priorities, values, and expectations remain
at the center of all discussions and considerations moving forward.

We also acknowledge the collaborative efforts of Westbow in listening to community input and
participating in this engagement process. Continued dialogue, reflection, and relationship-building remain
essential as we consider next steps guided by the direction of the community.

Community leadership will now take a moment to thoughtfully regroup, reflect on what has been shared,
and develop a path forward that includes further engagement and a community-informed development
plan. More information will be shared with membership as this work progresses.

Most importantly, we honour and thank every community member whose participation helped shape this
process. Your voices matter. Your guidance is valued. And your continued involvement strengthens our
collective path forward.

With gratitude and respect, we thank you for standing together in community and for contributing to a
process rooted in listening, learning, and shared responsibility.

-SȾÁUTW̱ Chief & Council

Update on Proposed Partnership with Westbow Group of Companies
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Thank you from Chief & Council

On behalf of the community of SȾÁUTW̱
First Nation we extend our sincere
gratitude to all community members
who took the time to share their voices,
perspectives, and participation
throughout the recent engagement
process and community vote.
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Update on Proposed Partnership with Westbow Group of Companies
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Update on Proposed Partnership with Westbow Group of Companies
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On behalf of the entire Westbow Team,

I would like to extend our sincere appreciation to all SȾÁUTW̱ community members who took the
time to participate in our recent engagement process and community vote.

Over the past months, we completed fourteen community engagement sessions and held
discussions with the SȾÁUTW̱ Lands Advisory Committee, SȾÁUTW̱ Administration, and both past
and present Chief and Council. Each meeting, conversation, and gathering allowed us to listen,
learn, and better understand your community’s goals, values, and vision for the future.

The purpose of the community vote was to hear directly from membership—whether there is
support for moving forward with a land and development partnership, or whether there are
expectations and priorities that should be further reflected, strengthened, or reconsidered within
the proposal. Your participation and your voices are essential in shaping the path ahead.

We want to thank every person who attended the sessions, asked questions, shared insights, or
exercised their vote. Your involvement demonstrates the strength of the SȾÁUTW̱ community and
the importance of ensuring that any partnership is built on clarity, transparency, and mutual
respect.

Westbow remains committed to working collaboratively and honorably with the SȾÁUTW̱ Nation.
We will carefully review and reflect on everything you shared throughout this process, and we look
forward to the opportunity to continue meaningful conversations based on the direction provided by
the community.

Thank you again for your time, engagement, and guidance.

Sincerely,
Nick Westeringh,
Westbow Group of Companies

Thank you from Westbow Group of Companies
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Community News & Events
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Community News & Events
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Community News
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Logo Design Contest SȾÁUTW̱ Economic Development Corps.

SȾÁUTW̱ Economic Development Corps. is excited to announce the launch of our newly established
organization — and we are inviting SȾÁUTW̱ Membership to help shape our visual identity.
We are seeking a logo that reflects who we are, what we stand for, and where we are going together.

Prize:  The winning design will receive $1,000.
This competition is open to SȾÁUTW̱ Membership only.
Logo Theme & Vision: The logo should: Represent SȾÁUTW̱ Culture and Values, Reflect the idea of “Pulling
together as one” or “Working together for a common goal”, and Express strength, unity, collaboration, and
shared prosperity.
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Community Health Updates
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World TB Day Elders Tea

Flu/Covid Immunizations

March 24  is World TB Day. The goal of
this day is to raise awareness about TB,
how to prevent, and treat it. Please see
the below QR codes for information from
the World Health Organization, and
HealthLinkBC.

th

Please join us on March 6th at
10AM, at the Wellness building for
an Elders Tea with some UVic
Nursing students!

Alyssa (Community Health Nurse) is
continuing to provide Flu and Covid
immunizations by appointment.
Please call 250-652-1149 to book. 

SȾÁUTW̱ has a Community Health Nurse who is able to support
prenatal and postpartum families. Please reach out to our reception
at 250.652.1149 to inquire about the following services: 

Milk and Egg Program 
Breast pumps or Maternity Belts/Belly bands
Formula coverage 
Immunizations (including infants and expecting parents)
Connection to a prenatal care provider
Questions about feeding, safe sleep, and more.

Maternal-Child Health Services

HealthLinkBC WHO

SȾÁUTW̱ has a Community Health Nurse
who is able to support with questions and
screening for TB. Please contact Alyssa
at 250-652-1149 for any questions!
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Education News
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Demographic Housing Survey

Your input is important! This survey focuses on current
housing conditions in SȾÁUTW̱, including overcrowding, the
need for repairs or renovations, accessibility and
opportunities for future housing development. 

This will help guide applications for funding to support home
repairs, renovations, and the development of additional
housing. Your responses will directly support planning efforts
to strengthen and improve housing for our community.

Each survey entry is eligible for a $50 Thrifty Foods Gift
Card (limited to one entry per household).

Community Surveys
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SCAN QR CODE FOR
DEMOGRAPHIC
SURVEY

CRD and BC Transit Survey for Community Members

The CRD and BC Transit are seeking input from SȾÁUTW̱ community members regarding your goals
and priorities for the Victoria Regional Transit System within the community. 

This survey is an opportunity to provide feedback on the transit system and to identify areas for
improvement. The survey takes approximately 5-10 minutes to complete.

Scan the QR code to 
take the survey.
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Youth Calendar of Events - March 2026
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Gathering of Our Voices 2026
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Elders and Youth
SENCOTEN class
3-5pm

Have questions? please contact Emma at youthcoordinator@tsawout.ca

youth drop in 
3-5pm

gym drop-in!
4pm-5pm

gym drop-in!
4pm-5pm

gym drop-in!
4pm-5pm

YOUTH PHONE
LINE 3:30-4:30pm

YOUTH PHONE
LINE 3:30-4:30pm

YOUTH PHONE
LINE 3:30-4:30pm

YOUTH PHONE
LINE 3:30-4:30pm

YOUTH PHONE
LINE 3:30-4:30pm

youth drop-in
2pm-4:30pm

youth drop-in
2pm-4:30pm

Spring Break

youth drop in + 
homework club
3-6pm

youth drop in +
homework club
3-6pm

elders and youth
SENCOTEN class
3-5pm

Elders and youth
SENCOTEN class
3-5pm

Museum & IMAX Canning with
fisheries + cooking

class

Sidney Aquarium Fisheries Day Mt. Washington!

youth swim
night

@panorama
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Elders Calendar of Events - March 2026
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Sea Garden Gathering 

On February 17, SȾÁUTW̱ Fisheries attended the Parks Canada’s Sea Garden Celebration Event
hosted by Malahat First Nation. This event celebrated the achievements Parks Canada, W̱SÁNEĆ
and Quw'utsun Nations have had in revitalizing Sea Gardens within the traditional territory. 

In a closing presentation, Parks Canada highlighted the many contributions First Nation partners
have made over the 12-year timeline of the Sea Garden revitalization project. SȾÁUTW̱ was
mentioned for our work in implementing a shellfish monitoring station near Saturna Island.
SȾÁUTW̱’s monitoring station allows for the opening of shellfish harvesting in the surrounding area,
when conditions are safe. 

Now that Parks Canada’s participation in this Sea Garden restoration project has come to a close,
we would like to thank Parks Canada for their contributions and we will work with the other W̱SÁNEĆ
and Quw'utsun Nations to ensure this important work carries on for generations to come.  

Marine Guardian Training 

This month, Fisheries re-launched their Marine Guardian Training program inviting members to
join Fisheries to gain skills and certifications for pursuing a career or interest as a Marine
Guardian. To start of the program, we invited FishSafe instructor to teach Small Vessel Operator
Proficiency (SVOP), Restricted Operator Certificate (ROC-M), and Small Domestic Vessel Safety
(SDV-BS). We had a great attendance consisting of community members and staff from other
W̱SÁNEĆ Guardian and stewardship programs.

Fisheries Update
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If you were unable to attend this event or are interested in joining the Guardian
Training program, reach out to Evan at ccgcoordinator@tsawout.ca or sign up
at www.tsawout.ca/marine-guardian-training, OR by scanning the QR code.

mailto:ccgcoordinator@tsawout.ca
https://tsawout.ca/marine-guardian-training/
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Community IPCA Engagement Dinner

The Fisheries team’s IPCA Community Engagement
Dinner was postponed to March 26th. We invite all
members to come out to learn about SȾÁUTW̱’s IPCA,
QEN,T, and to give thoughts and feedback on the
management of it. 

Fisheries Update
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Additionally, our team have been
taking out our fishing boat, the
Battler, to catch prawns for the
event!  
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Fisheries Update
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SȾÁUTW̱ Fisheries Team W̱SÁNEĆ College Education & Career Fair!  

Please note, if you are unable to make it to this hand-out, SȾÁUTW̱ members are
welcome to have someone pick up these fish on their behalf. If you send someone
to pick up for you, we will need a quick note, text, or phone call confirming that you
consent to your fish being picked up on your behalf.
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Fisheries Update
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Fisheries News
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February Snapshot

Family Advocates supported: 17 SȾÁUTW Families
Wellness Counsellors connected with: 45 Community Members

That’s 62 moments of support where families and individuals had someone to walk beside
them this month. 🙌

Wellness News
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At SȾÁUTW, we believe wellness support should feel welcoming, safe, and tailored to you and your
family. Every conversation is confidential, voluntary, and designed around your needs. You can fill out
a confidential intake online at the Tsawout website or stop by in person, we’re here for you. You can
call us at 250-652-8353 for questions.

We also support youth aged 12-18 from our community, with about 40 participants each year. Our
program runs after school during the school year and offers summer and spring break camps. Activities
include learning about our culture, arts and crafts like regalia making, bone game set creation, and
cedar stripping. Youth interact with Elders, and work with different departments like Fisheries, Lands
and Wellness departments. We enjoy day trips, fundraisers, and other engaging activities. 

Join us to celebrate our heritage and empower our young people. Please register if you are interested
in participating. Open to registered SȾÁUTW̱ youth and youth in the community. 

📊

Crisis Support – You’re Never Alone

If you or someone you know needs help right away, here are 24/7 crisis supports:

📞 KUU-US Crisis Line: 1-800-588-8717

📞 Vancouver Island Crisis Line: 1-888-494-3888

📱 Text Line: 250-800-3806 (6–10 PM PT)

📞 Mental Health Support Line: 310-6789

🚑 Medical Emergency: 911. 

👨‍👩‍👧 

Scan the QR 
code to Register!

For any questions you can contact:
250-652-8343 or
youthcoordinator@tsawout.ca
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Wellness News

21

Wellness Counsellors – Meet the Team
Available in-person or virtually—so support is always within reach.

Alan Boden, MA, RCC

Joined us in May 2025 and brings 26 years of counselling experience. Alan offers caring,
practical strategies to help with:

 • Anxiety, depression & low self-esteem
 • Grief & loss
 • Life transitions (career, family, relationships)
 • Recovery from trauma & addictions
 • Parenting and family support

🧠

✨

Vassilena Johns, RPC

With us for over two years, Vassilena has been building strong community relationships. She
focuses on holistic, culturally grounded wellness, offering support with:

 • Stress, anxiety & burnout
 • Grief, loss & trauma healing
 • Emotional well-being & lifestyle choices
 • Building confidence & resilience

Her goal? To support your spiritual, physical, mental, and emotional health in a respectful,
inclusive way. 

✨

Closing Note

Thank you to everyone who reached out this month—you remind us that community wellness
is built together. If you’re thinking about connecting, consider this your gentle nudge. We’d love
to hear from you.

💌

Family Advocates – Walking With Families

Our Family Advocates are here to:

 • Offer guidance, advocacy, & support for families
 • Help navigate supports with MCFD, NIȽTU,O, and external agencies.
 • Connect you to social services, education, and resources if you’re experiencing barriers.
Think of us as your bridge to the services that help families thrive. 🌈

👨‍👩‍👧 
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Employment & Training News
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Employment & Training News
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Take a look at other job
opportunities on SȾÁUTW’s Website
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Employment & Training News
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Bridges for Women Open House

We are excited to announce an Open House at Bridges for Women Society on March 5th from
1:00 pm – 4:00 pm, where we will also be celebrating International Women’s Day!

Please invite your networks, friends, and community members to join us for this special event.
It’s a wonderful opportunity to learn about our programs, meet our team, and celebrate the
achievements and contributions of women in our community.
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Garbage Pickup:  Garbage and compost is managed by CCR and picked up every Monday

Recycling (Bi-weekly): If your recycling is missed or not picked up, call Emterra at 250-385-4399.
Call by 11:00 AM the next day and they'’ll most likely be able to do a pick-up. If later, it would have
to wait until the next pick-up date. 

Reminder that the Heavy Garbage Program has ended. Please do not leave heavy garbage on the
side of the road. We continue to clean up the dumpsite on Longhouse Road from the previous
years programs. Please discard your heavy garbage at local metal recycle or Hartland Landfill. 

Garbage, Compost & Recycling  

25


